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SUB J : INDIAN RECOGNITION OF CAMBODIA (SIHANOUK) 

REF: NEW DELHI 2903 

1. ON SEEING THE TEXT OF FOREIGN MINISTER SWARAN SINGH'S 
COMMENTS TO THE LOK SAB HA FEBRUARY 28 (PRESS REPORT DESCRIBED 
REFTEL), IT IS CLEAR THAT THE FONMIN CONFUSED HIS AUDIENCE 
(AND THE PRESS) WITH A WELTER OF VAGUE AND HEDGED COMMENTS. 
THE CLOSEST HE GOT TO SAYING WHAT INDIA WAS GOING TO DO WAS 
TO SAY "THERE IS NO PARTICULAR DIFFICULTY (IN RECOGNIZING THE 
GOVERNMENT OF PRINCE SIHANOUK) BUT STILL WE HAVE TO CHOOSE OUR 
OWN TIME AND A TIME WHICH IS THE MOST APPROPRIATE TIME FOR 
ACCORDING RECOGNITION 

TO WHICH ANOTHER MP WRLY COMMENTED, "SAME OLD PHRASE, APPRO- 
PRIATE TIME". LATER. WHEN ASKED WHETHER THE GOVERNMENT DID’T 
THINK IT WAS NECESSARY TO FOLLOW UP CONTACTS AT THE 
NON-ALIGNED CONFERENCE IN ALGIERS BETWEEN MRS. GANDHI AND 
SIHANOUK, THE FONMIN SAID, "I TAKE THE POINT; WE ARE 
DOING EVERYTHING TO TAKE AN EXPEDITIOUS DECISION.'" 

2. WHEN ASKED TO ELABORATE ON THE FONMIN'S LANGUAGE, MEA 
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FONMIN'S WIRTTEN GUIDANCE WAS TO SAY THE SITUATION WAS FLUID 
AND THE GOVERNMENT WOULD MAKE ITS DECISION AS THE SITUATION 
DEVELOPED, PERIOD. THE FONMIN WAS LED BY QUESTIONS PRIMARILY 
FROM COMMUNIST MRS AND WENT FURTHER THAN HIS GUIDANCE PROVIDED. 
WHEN PRESSED. PARANJPE SAID THAT THE INDIANS DID NOT INTEND TO 
SHIFT THEIR RECOGNITION POLICY BUT THAT THEY WOULD BE INFLUENCED 
BY THE MILITARY SITUATION IN AND AROUND PHNOM PENH. POL 
COUNSELOR COMMENTED THAT WE WOULD SEE INDIAN RECOGNITION OF 
SIHANOUK AT THIS TIME AS A POLITICAL DECISION, ONE NOT FORCED 
BY CIRCUMSTANCES, AND WOULD REGRET IT ACCORDINGLY. HE URGED 
THAT THE GOI INFORM US IN ADVANCE WHEN IT WAS CONTEMPLATING 
CHANGING ITS CURRENT RECOGNITION POLICY. 

3. COMMENT: PARANJPE ARGUED THAT THE INDIAN OFFICE IN PHNOM 
PENH WAS BEING CLOSED BECAUSE OF THE HAZARDS OF LIFE IN THE 
CITY AT THIS TIME. HE EMPHASIZED THE MILITARY SITUATION 
AS BEING THE KEY TO THE INDIAN POSITION AND HINTED THAT IF AND 
WHEN THE INDIANS BECAME CONVINCED THE CITY WAS ABOUT TO FALL, 
THEY WOULD NO LONGER FEEL COMMITTED TO ANY FORM OF RECOGNITION 
OF PHNOM PENH. UNTIL THAT TIME, THEY WILL WAVER BUT WE BELIEVE— 
PERHAPS HOPE WOULD BE A BETTER WORD-WILL NOT JUMP ONTO THE 
SIHANOUK BANGWAGON UNLESS MRS. GANDHI FEELS HEAVILY PRESSED 
BY SOME OF HER NON-ALIGNED AND COMMUNIST FRIENDS. 

MOYNIHAN 
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